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Valedictory, l898-'9.
~N

aged man stood upon the summit of Mount Pisgah,

~ while spread before him was a scene well calculated to

stir the deepest emotions of the human heart. Just beneath
him, and extending as far as the eye can reach, the pure and
limpid waters of the Jordan reflect in dazzling splendor the rays
of the evening sun. Across the rhythmic running river is the
land of promise. It is the time of harvest. The golden
grain gently sways to the fanning of the zephyrs; the reapers,
weary with the long toil, rest a moment beside the shady
brook. The goodly herds, scattered in vast numbers, roam

•
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over the verdant hills. The grapes of Eschol hang in tempting clusters from the groaning vines. Truly this is a land
:flowing with milk and honey, and as the old man gazes upon
this enchanting scene his heart-beats quicken.
·
Tiie shadows begin to lengthen in the plain below; the sun
sinks lower and lower,' until at length he seems to be lodged
securely in a bank of beautiful fleecy clouds; these, catching his
reflected light', add such mellow radiance to the scene that the
powers of expression stand paralyzed before it, and the beholder
may only g3:ze in silence eloquent. But over all of this scene
is cast a deep shadow. It is the last the aged man shall ever
witness. The setting sun, as he disappears at length behind
the western hills, throws kisses of long farewell to the solitary
gazer upon the heights of Pisgah. 'The days of the Patriarch
are numbered, a.nd Moses is soon to hear from the lips of the
' dark-winged messenger the imperative summons that calls
him hence
We of the class of '99 are standing to-night upon a lofty
eminence-even
upon the very cap-stone of the nineteenth
century. Just before us lie the few short months that alone
separate us from that golden age of glorious promise-the
twentieth century. As we pause to-night, in this coign of
vantage, to survey the inviting fields that await us, we are lost
in admiration. Upon no other scene have we ever gazed with
such a thrill.
'' Distance lends enchantment
to the ' view" and robes the
(
scene in such splendor that it beggars all description.
What an inheritance of glory await~ the twentieth cen·
tury-the heir of all the ages. As we break the seal of all the
future holds in store for this favored age, we look in upon
stages of unparalleled activity, of undreamed-of progress in
every sphere of life. As we gaze the wonder grows. A voice
within seems to bid us go up 11ndpossess the land.
But, like the Roman god at the gate, we are to-night facing
both ways.

VALEDICTORY,

1898-'9.

" Though strong ambition looks before,
, Yet memoryI loves to steal
Some backward glances now and then
Upon the days that once have been."

3

_

For the moment we yield to the tugging at Jour J;:ieartstrings, and turn to bathe ourselves once more in the tide of
varying emotions that have surged through our breasts during
the year we have spent together, and to-night mayChords of mem~ry, gently vibrate,
Bring to mind our college days,
Thrill our hearts with sweetest pleasure
As we backward turn our gaze.
Well do we remember the ~rst time we entered these walls,
and vividly do we recall the early visits of the Midnight Order
of Fun Lovers. Our early experiences in getting used to our
new surroundings seem as distinct as if they had only happened
yesterday. We remember well our first ' contact with Greek
roots, and how earnestly we longed for the promised breaking
in of the light as we wrestled with conic sections. Once
more we find ourselves grouped upon the campus, swapping
stori,es, or running up and down the side lines cheering on
our athletic teams. In a moment of time all the events of
these happy years come trooping into our minds. But for
many of us these scenes have come to an end. The parting
hour is here.
Good-bye always brings a train of sober reflections. Who
knows what changes the future holds in store for us? We
know that there must be changes, for change is a law of our
life. But we are wishing for each one of our friends tonight-" and wishes are prayers, they say "-that; in the
allotment of changes, Heaven may be kind. It may be that
we shall never meet again on life's uncertain highway, and
so we come to say good-bye. · To each one of our schoolmates, whose ~riendship we shall ever cherish; to each one of

4
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our officers and Jeachers, whose wise counsel and faithful instruction have so helped us during these years; to our friends
in Richmond, who have so cordially welcomed us to their
homes, we say this simple word of " prayer and blessing"good-bye.
'
Wi~h one long, lingering look we turn from these scenes,
with all of their hallowed memories, to the future which
awaits us. As we turn from these places, made dear by so
many delightful associations, and from these friends, grown
dear by long sharing with us our trials and our joys, ~ feel.ing of sorrow comes over us, and yet gladness, rather than
sadness, is the predominating feeling.
Do not think us ungrateful in uttering these sentiments;
do not think that we value lightly tha~ which we have
received here. We deeply appreciate all the efforts put forth
for o.ur advancement, and sincerely thank those who have so
earnestly labored for our good. But we are young. Youth
is hopeful, and Hope ever beckons us' on to seek what may be
hidden in the wide:i,-fields beyond.
We may, in glowing language, tell of the great achievements
of the past, or seek glitt~ring metaphors in which to" magnify
the present, gl9rious in its ripe fruitage "; but the futurewhat a mystery! Future-what
a word to conjure with !
There on every hand are problems
Fairly burs;ting for solution,
Calling for untiring effort
In their solving.
We know the glorious heritage left us by all of the ages
of the past, and we desire to enrich it while it is ours. Many
times we have grown impatient to get out into the conflict,
to grapple with the problen:is that confront us; and so tonight we are glad we have,reached the end of this preparation
season, and are ready to step out into the enchanting fields
upon whi~h we gaze. We have our misgivings, but the star of

BENJAMIN'S

BATTLE.

.5

Hope is fa the ascendancy, and a voice within us seems to
sound the marching order-" Forward ! "
Let us then lay aside all self-seeking, and, as we face to the
future, let us have a sincere love of truth as our lode-star
in the eternal heavens, and may the s_nblime lustre of moral
worth shine out in all of our efforts. Then, when our race is
run, when our course .is ended, the light of our lives will not
disappear in the darkness -of oblivion, but, like the stars of
the morning, will be lost , on'ly in the brightness of a greater
light.
HENLY
M. FUGATE.

Benjamin's Battle.
BY JOSIAH

~ES,

MOSES.

Professor Thornton, perhaps more than any one else,
for, in recommending me so
highly, he renders it very difficult, if possible, for me. to satisfy
your expectation.
However, I sh_all tax every faculty to
merit, in some degree at least, the praise which he has so unstintingly bestowed upon me." Thus, good naturedly, spoke
Benjamin Ginsberg, an industrious, intelligent, and amiabJe
Jewish youth, to Mr. Robert Ellsworth, real estate broker.
In the autumn of 18- the peas{Lntsof Southern Russia,
excited and stirred by anti-Semitic leaders, rose against the
Jews, and, after much ruthless plundering and some bloodshed, were finally dispersed. Fearing a similar attack in '
the near future (for such a rumor had gone forth), the Jews
determined to emigrate to the far-off, but free and fascinating,
shores of America. Among the large multitude was one
Samuel Ginsbe~g, his .petite and lovely wife Hannah, and
their Jewish-born child, Benjamin. At home a well-to-do '
wine merchant, he became in this country a penniless stranger.
"Like the heathen gods," he once said," I had eyes, but saw
not ; ears, but heard not; tongue, but spake not." There is
~ is my enemy, the friend;

\
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no picture, kind reader, more pitiable and heart-rending than
one in which a young husband, on whose face, as in an open
book, you can read uprightness, courage, and goodness, is wandering the streets of a foreign metropolis. They were in New
York, waiting for the Aid Committee to send them they knew
not where. Finally, on the eighth day, they were put on
train for Charleston, S. C., where ' they would be met by another committee and be cared for until employment could be
found. However, it did not take the Jews of Charleston long
to find out that be was an excellent Hebrew scholar, and
possessed of a sterling character; wherefore they straightway
elected him teacher and reader in their small synagogue.
These charges he held for nineteen years, ever happy 'and
contented, and respected by Jew and Christian alike.
In the meantime bis family was increased and made more
cheerful by the advent of three cherubic girls, each a miniature copy of their mother. But all the hopes and visions and
prospects of the father were centered in Benjamin, bis only
son. Often, as he stood, in fervent prayer, towards the rising
sun, he would cry out: "0 Lord, God of my fathers, Thou
who wast with them from the earliest times, who brought them
out of all difficulties, and who art with us even in our exile,
bestow, I beseech Thee, upon my only son Benjamin the mind
and power to do battle by tongue , and pen for Thy scattered
and persecuted children. Let Israel have a champion in him
and Thy Word an expounder."
Hence, for the realization of
these hopes every care was taken to give Benjamin a full and
rounded education, both Jewish and Christian.
When this story begins he had already spent three years at
college, and in two more years would graduate; but, ala~ I
dark and ominous clouds suddenly hover over his cheerful
home and his studies must be discontinued. His father is
suddenly stricken with palsy, ~nd, though a little sum had
been saved during these nineteen years, it was insufficient to
justify the noble Benjamin in continuing his studies. No;
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that money must not be touched. It shall be for the three
sisters, who are now nearly grown, and will soon need it.
Meantime the family will be supported by his labor, if possible. It is for this reason that we see him at the , office of
Mr. Ellsworth, accepting the position of tutor to his two chil'dren. When we learn that he was always first in his classes
at school and at college, we are not surprised to hear that he
was entirely satisfactory to his patron. So well pleased was
Mr. Ellsworth with him, that two weeks afterwards he wrote
Professor Thornton the following letter:

"Ky Dear Thornton:
Yon can never know how grateful I am to yon for send- ,
ing me Benjamin Ginsberg. He is not only a thorough and
accurate student, but possesses the rare gift of imparting his
knowledge to others. It is an inspiration to see how he puts
-his whole soul into his work, and my children are progressing
wonderfully. I can never think of him as a Jew, so different is he from my conception of that race. Mrs. Ellsworth
is delighted with _him, and cannot thank you too much. ' I
.shall do all in my power on his behalf. Thanking you again
for sending him to me, I am,
Yours very friendly,
"RoB'T

ELLSWORTH."

The two pupils referred to were Robert Ellsworth, Jr., a
lad of fifteen, and Irene, a graceful and elegant maid of seventeen summers. Perhaps, if Benjamin had been a Christian,
the parents would have hesitated to employ him; but, owing
to the wide gulf between his religion and social position and
theirs, they had no fear of a love affair. As for Benjamin,
he determined at the very outset to keep a respectful distance
and show no marke _d attention to Miss Ellsworth. But, as
the poet says" The best-laid schemes of mice and men
Gang aft a-gley.''
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" Can you perform on the piano i" asked .Irene, when he
came -in one day w~ile she was practicing.
" Un peu," replied Benjamin, laughingly.
"0 -ui un peu, mais doux, I hope. I am sure you won't
refuse to play that little."
And, more to be obliging than to display his musical talent,
Benjamin sat down and played a classic as she had never
heard it played before.
·
"I thought so," cried delighted Ir(me, when he had finished.
"Why, your performance is as much superior to my instructor's as his is to mine, and I shall this day ask father
to let you teach me music also."
"I assure you, Miss Ellsworth, that nothing would afford
me more pleasure than to study it with you," replied
Benjamin.
And the first cord of Cupid's love-fibre was woven. It was
inevitable. As well try to avert a collision when two ships
which have been sailing towards each other are but a hundred yards distant as to hinder the meeting of two hearts
which have been slowly moving towards each other. Even
in the unfeeling physical world pendulums of thought, set
in motion at different times, will soon beat in harmony, and
a key of the piano will respond to its own note when sung
into it. What wonder, then, that two tender, sensitive, and
sympathizing hearts should begin to beat as one! As the
months rolled by the hearts of these two young people became more and more closely drawn together and entangled in
the terrible, yet fascinating, cobweb of human love. Irene's
lessons began to consume twice as much time as Robert's, and
the" old .folks" noticed that Mr. Ginsberg became" Bennie"
and Miss Ellsworth simply "Irene."
·
'Tis spring, and Mother Earth has wrapped herself in a
flower-embroidered robe of velvet green. The silvery brook
murmurs merrily as it wends its wonted way through wide
fields of new-born daisies . The little birds are warbling
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forth their songs of praise and welcome, and all is glad once
more.
On the evening of the 2d of April Irene returned from
Ohio, where she had been visiting some relatives since the last
of February. Fatigued from the trip, she retired early, and,
after a good night's rest, arose next morning, fresh, buoyant,
and happy at the thought of soon seeing Bennie again.
Strange, yet true, though he was unaware of her .arrival, he
came to-day an hour earlier than usual, and, when he entered
the parlor, whom should he meet but Irene!
"Oh, you mean little girl," cried Bennie; "why didn't you
write me when you were coming. I would have met you at
the train."
"Because I knew I would arrive late, and you would be
tired," she replied sweetly, as he pressed a hearty kiss on her
ruby lips. "I brought . some of Heine's songs from Cousin
Amelia, and will sing you one, if you like." '
"Nothing is sweeter to my ears than your nightingale
voice and Heine's songs," he answere~. "Strange, indeed!
a year ago I could hardly bear to read them (' uninteresting
nothingness,' I used to call them), but now, since Cupid has
wounded my heart, they are my balm, my psalms."
As the Fates decreed, the first she picked up was the one
beginning:
" Du hast Diamanten und Perlen,
Hast Alles was Menschen begehr,
Und hast die schrensten AugenMein Liebschen, was willst du mehr?"
"Dich ! "he replied ; " dich I " And embracing and folding
her to his manly breast, his eyes overflowing with tears of joy,
he tremblingly asked, "Irene, will you be i"
rTo

BE

OONTINUED.

l
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Ancient Carthage.
one of the most famous of ancient cities, and at
BERHAPS
~ the same time one of which we have a comparatively
small record left us, was ancient Carthage. It will be our object in this paper to give a brief historical sketch of this city
and of its inhabitants.
Carthage was built on perhaps the finest and most commodious harbor to be found on the north coast of Africa, which
is now called the Bay of Tunis. It is said to have been
founded by Dido, about 850 B. 0. Virgil took the legend
and boldly shaped it to suit his own purposes, when he wrote
his great poem, the .LEneid. The way in which he tells it we
all know. However, it is very certain that the first founders
were Phamicians.
Of the city's early history we know very little-in fact, more
than two centuries are an absolute blank. The first king,
or ruler, we hear of is Mal ch us. He made war against the
African tribes in the neighborhood of the city, and subdued
many of them. , As early as 509 B. 0. treaties were made between Carthage and Rome, the conditions of which were much
less favorable to Rome. At this time Carthage was a very
powerful city. She had control over mueh of the coast of
Africa, though she still continued to pay ground-rent for the
soil on which her capital was built, and indeed we hear of
this payment being made in the time of Hasdrubal and Hamilcar. Sardinia she claims as her own, and of Sicily she bas
a part. This island was naturally the first point in which
Carthage would seek to gain a foot-hold, its neareet point
being not more than fifty miles distant. In 480 B. 0., while
the Persians were attacking the mother-country of Greece,
Carthage attacked its most important colonies in Sicily.
Hamilcar, at the head of a great army, fought the battle of
Himera, in which the Carthaginian forces were badly defeated.
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The next :fighting of any importance was in 410 B. C., when
Hannibal, the grand-son of Hamilcar, invaded Sicily, and captured and destroyed the town of Selin us. He fought a second
battle of Himera, and this time the Carthaginian forces were
victorious. Thus Hannibal avenged the death of his grandfather, Hamilcar, who was killed seventy years before.
In 397 B. C. the cities of Sicily, under Dionysius, revolted
against Carthage. An . immense army, under Hannibal and
Himilco, was sent to Sicily. The expedition was successful,
but they had to go through some hard fighting and many disasters. Hanni .bal himself died of a plague which broke out
in the army while laying siege to a town.
Soon after this Dionysius stirred up another revolt against
Carthage. Moyta was taken by him after a long siege and
vigorous battle. Meanwhile Carthage sent an army to Sicily
under Himilco. He was defeated by Dionysius, and, aban.
doning his army, escaped into Africa.
Mago now took command of the Carthaginian forces, and
fought two great battles with Dionysius-the first at Cabala,
in which nionysius was victorious, and the second at Cronium, in which the Carthaginians inflicted a very severe defeat on the Greeks. A treaty was now made, which lasted
for fifteen years. Dionysius then again attacked his old
enemy, Carthage, but before the war ended he died, in 367
B.C.
For the next twenty years the story of Carthage is almost
a blank. We know, however, that she was steadily gaining power in Sicily. About 344 B. C., Carthage had again
to fight for her rights in Sicily. This time her antagonist
He defeated the Carthaginian
was Timoleon, a Corinthian.
forces in two battles, but died soon after, in 337 B. C.
Now, for twenty years, there was peace in Sicily, but in
309 B. 0. there were more troubles. Hamilcar, in command
of the Carthaginian troops, met and defeated Agathocles.
However, the latter determined to transfer the wa; to Carthage.
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For a~hile it looked as though he would capture the city, but
finally, after numerous struggles, he returned to Sicily, his expedition having proven unsuccessful.
The last Greek antagonist with whom Carthage had to deal
was the most powerful of all. Pyrrhus, king of Epeirus, after
two campaigns in Italy, passed over into Sicily. At first he
carried everything before him, but soon his good fortune left
him ; his allies plotted against him, and :finally there was
nothing left for him but to leave the island. Thus we see
that the :first wars of Carthage were almost a continuous :fight
for the island of Sicily.
We now come to the :first and second Punic Wars. In 264
B. C., Carthage became involved in difficulties with Rome.
' War was declared and c;arried on, with Sicily again as the
battle-ground, for abou~ four years. In almost all of the
struggles of this war the Romans were victorious. Rome now
took a somewhat new departure, in sending ships to fight the
Carthaginian ships of war, and in the battle of Mylre Carthage lost her power on the sea. After two years of war,
without any decisive result, the Romans determined to transfer the war into Africa. The Roman fleet met and defeated
their enemies in the naval battle of Ecnomus. Hanno now
returned to Carthage, and bade his country-men prepare for
war. At first the Romans were successful, but the Carthaginians, under Xantippus, a Spartan, defeated them before
Carthage, and Regulus, the ,Roman commander, was taken
prisoner. The Carthaginians, now encouraged, determined to
have another struggle for . Sicily. It is now that we hear of
perhaps the greatest man Carthage ever produced-viz.,
Hannibal.
He, with the Carthaginian forces, was stationed
at Eryx; but we shall hear more of him during the Second
Punic War. After a naval battle, and the battle of .2Egates
Islands, the war was brought to a close by a treaty,
the chief condition of which was that Carthage was to
give up all her possessions in Sicily. And thus, after a dura-
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tion of twenty years, the First Punic War came to an end.
Carthage now had some trouble with her mercenary troops,
which she succeeded in subduing after a war of three or four
months. The Second Punic War was caused by Hannibal's
laying siege to Sagnntum, a city which, according to a treaty
lietween Rome and Carthage, was to be independent.
Hannibal now conceived a very bold plan, which was nothing
less than to invade Italy. The story of his crossing the Alps
is told very vividly by some of the historians.
His first battle
in Italy was Trebia, which he fought in 218 B. 0., and in
which he severely defeated the Roman army. The next
great battle was Cannre. Here Hannibal almost entirely
destroyed the Roman army, thus leaving . the field clear for
him to march straight into Rome. This he did not do, but,
if he had done so, there is no telling what might have been
the consequences.
From 212 B. C. the tide manifestly turned against the
Carthaginians.
In 210 B. 0., Sicily was finally lost to Rome,
and in 205 B. 0., Spain herself · was lost. In Italy, Hannibal
still remained unvanquished, though he was gradually losing
ground. Hasdrnbal attempted to join him from Spai_n, but
his messages fell into the hands of the Romans, and h.e was
intercepted and killed. After thirteen years of war in a
country far away from home, Hannibal was recalled to Carthage in 203 B. C. "Again and again," says Livy, "he
looked back on the shores which he was leaving, and cursed
himself that he had not led his soldiers, dripping with the
blood of Cannre, to Rome itself." Tbe battle of Zama, in
which the Carthaginians were defeated, brought to a close
the Second Punic War.
Hannibal went into exile soon
after this, and killed himself for fear of being taken by the
Roman people.
After some years of peace~ trouble again broke out, and
this time the Romans determined to entirely destroy Carthage. The Carthaginians tried to avert the war by sending
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embassies to Rome, but they did not succeed. Oarthage now
prepared to defend herself against her enemy. After destroy.
ing her navy, Scipio, in command of the Roman troops, laid
siege to Oarthage, and, after numerous struggles outside of
the city, he finally succeeded in entering the city. It was
razed to the ground and a curse pronounced on any one who
should rebuild it. Thus, in 146 B. 0., fell Rome's great
Phamician enemy.
From this one may see that the story of Carthage is chiefly
a story of war. Of the people themselves, and of their life,
we know very little. Ooncerning the government we know
some very interesting facts. Aristotle speaks of Oarthage
having "kings," but they were not kings in the common sense
of the term. Next to the kings came the generals; these two
offices might be held together, but usually were not. Below
these offices came a legislative body, which we might call a
Senate, and in this there were in turn two bodies. , Lastly,
there was a general assembly of the people. Justice was not
administered by any of these, but by special courts.
The religion of Carthage was very much like that of the
Greeks and Romans. They had gods corresponding to almost
all of the Greek and Roman gods.
The revenue came chiefly from (1) tribute from subject
or dependent countries; (2) customs duties; (3) mines. Of
these last she owned a large number in Spain and Corsica.
The commerce was divided into two great divisions-the
trade with Africa and the trade with Europe.
Of Carthaginian art and literature there is little to be said.
What little art she had was clearly due to Greek influence.
There were libraries in the city, but, whether they contained
native books or works of the Greeks, we do not know.
Of the domestic life of the Carthaginians we know almost
·
·
nothing.
the story of Oarthage from its founding
is
Such, in brief,
to its destruction. 'That we know very little about the city
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can very readily be seen-in fact, it is only recently that the _
remains of the ancient city have been dug out. Stm, summing it an up, she -was undoubtedly one of the greatest rivals
Rome ever had.

Two Prodigals.
!iii!HE greatest mistake a man can make," philosophized
~ the sage, "is to fan in love with a married woman.

Of
I've
but
course, I never did ~nything of the sort myself;
watched fe1lows get that way, and thought they were to be
pitied. I can it a mistake, because I don't believe that any
one in his sober senses, when he first feels himself attracted
by his neighbor's wife, dreams of allowing such a suicidal
state of affairs to get the upper hand of him. But what he
does not want to do and what he eventual1y does are · only
separated by a matter of sentiment to begin with, and amount
to the same thing in the end. If he is one of the unfortunate
ones-all heart and no head-he drifts into it like a moth which
has been fooling with the flame, and whose fate is a foregone
conclusion. The first step in this direction generally begins
with a mere mutual attraction; the next, some imaginary
affinity. Then comes the inevitable "something stronger,"
until the last state of that man is worse than the first, and the
end is either a most unpleasant racket, or something equa1ly
nnsatisfactory. It is one of those things in human affairs that
a fellow can't take philosophicany."
The speaker was a fresh-faced youth, as yet with only the
ca1lowest kind of down upon his upper lip. There was the
unmistakable stamp of gentle birth upon his face, and the
ten-tale one upon his personal attire that plainly spoke of
having "come through the mill." In fact, so far as the outward appearances of both himself and his companion were
concerned, no one could have told them from a couple of
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ordinary laborers on the tramp. Their clothe ·s were of the
commonest description, and, to tell the truth, their linen
showed a decided lack of acquaintance with soap and water.
TJrn older of the two was a tall, muscular man of perhaps
thirty years of age or so, who, despite his common-place and
not too weH cared for attire, would have attracted attention
anywhere. He was dark, and had a self-possessed and
alert
,
look. There was also that look of " devil may care" good
nature upon his pleasant face, that stamped him as one of the
'rolling-stone species-one who, by some accident or other,
had drifted from a better state of things into an easily-borne
condition of hard-up-ness; one who had missed his vocation in
life, but whose talents were many; one without any particular aim or object in view, for whom poverty had no particular
terrors or riches any power to stimulate, and who could
shoulder a pick or translate Virgil with equal ease. Such
a man was the exclusive and patient audience that the
younger commanded;
They sat with their backs against a log upon the banks of
a creek, and lazily smoked their pipes. Either the keen, dry
air of the Western prairie had exercised a somniferous effect
upon the older of the two, or perhaps it was the sage remarks
that fell- from the lips of his youthful but experienced companion, for several times · his head drooped forwards, then was
jerked as suddenly backwa~ds . Perhaps, after this, for
another thirty seconds or so, he would catch the drift of his
companion's remarks, and would listen with some vague consciousness of being amused. - Harold Powers was evidently
good listener-he seldom interrupted; and the Sage proceeded :
"I remember a case where a milk-and-water sort 9f fellow
became' spooney' on a married 'woman, but his platonics took
the inevitable turn. He dangled after her for years, took to
writing poetry and all that sort of thing, neglected bis business in consequence, and finally added ' one more to those who
have 'gone to the dogs.' And the best (or worst) of it

1
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was that the woman didn't care a rap for him after all I "
At this point of the narrative the .older, who had a minute
before nearly jerked his head off, caught the drift of the Sage's
remarks, and queried, "Cicero r''
"Oh, Cicero be hanged I" shortly contended the Sage, with
an uncomfortable feeling that his senior was chaffing him.
"I told you I knew the man."
"Ah I poor old chap. I didn't catch on at first. How old
are you now i" asked he, with an irritating air of sympathy.
"Twenty-one in August," began the Sage, unsuspectingly,
and stopped abruptly. "But, hang it, man; I'm not the
,fellow, any more than Cicero was I"
Then, becoming conscio_us of something incongruous in the
association, he laughed in a silent, mirthless sort of way to
himself, and for a few moments lapsed into a gloomy silence.
But he was no fool. Despite his weakness for airing his views
upon ~ife and things in general, he often hit upon some truth
which might have been evolved from a more colossal experience than his could possibly ever have been.
The day was close and sultry. The valley, in which they
were, shut out any breath of air which might be above them
on the highlands. The creek had dried up to an almost imperceptible ·shadow of its former self, but still kept murmuring over the rocks and gravel in a subdued sort of way. Up on
fact, the air was, if anything,
the hills it was little better-in
valley. There was no sign
the
in
down
than
suffocating
more
of habitation on that prairie. Had it not been for a few
straggling head of horses and cattle hard by, slowly making
for the creek, as if they found the heat unendurable and
could stand it no longer, it might have passed for a veritable
Had it not been for
No Man's Land-a country uninhabited.
the faint murmuring of the creek, the whole scene might have
belonged to some dead world, in which 'no note or sound ever
broke the eternal silence of death.
"I say, Hal," the younger man suddenly exclaimed; "has
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it not struck yon that we're getting a little further from civilization than we bargained for i They told us at Cobb that
we were sure to strike a raneh of some sort out here, where
they'd want hands for some coming 'round up' or other.
We've walked , at least fifteen mHes this morning, but, if there
are any ranches, .I think they must be raising snakes or
prairie-chickens."
,
"Well, y~s; I suppose it has struck me," answered the other,
unconcernedly, as if it were a matter of no particular importance. "I rath er imagined, a couple of hours ago or so, that
we had taken the ~rong trail; but I hardly thought it worth
while mentioning the f~ct. You see, Jack, to quote your own
words, 'there is nothing like taking things philosophically.'
I've been doing it the l~st four or five years; actual experience
has only gone further to convince me that it's the best way
after all. Why don't you practice what you preach?"
"Oh, hang it aU, you know, Hal ! " ariswered the Sage,
"that it is expecting too much of a fellow to practice and
preach both! You surely don't want me to be inconsistent 1
~ne would think, to listen to you, that I was anything but
practical. Now, I would humbly venture to say that I am
emin ently so, and, to prove it, I will point out that, though
we've had a good meal-that is to say, as good a one as we ever
have in this vag abo~d existence of ours-we have not quite
enough for another. A couple of sailor's biscuits, alias hard.tack, and half a pound of cold bacon, is all we have left in the
quartermaster's department.
Moreover, 'the night cometh, .
when no man can work,' and the shade of a c~tton-wood tree
is a poor apology for a blanket in this climate. By Jove,
H al, do11't you know I often feel li ke that fellow in the parable, 'who filled his belly with the husks that the swine did
eat.' "
The Sage had broken off abruptly in his unwonted speech.
To do him justice, he was not in the habit of allowing his surroundings to affect his spirits, but there are times, which come
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even to the most hardened, when the "still, sma1l voice"
within us wi11not be sti1led, and plays the part of an avenging Nemesis to our lives.
The Hal referred to glanced suddenly and sharply at his
companion, and something very like pity showed for an instant
upon his face. Then, as if he had something disagreeable to
say, he stared right ahead of him, and tried to infuse a certain amount of hardness in his voice, as he said: "Now,
Jack, you're talking sense, and have touched upon a point that
has been on my mind for some time. I think you are wasting
your time. You never did anything in the old country that
you need be particularly ashamed of; neither did I, for that matter, only that I was a cursed fool. You have a good home to go
to, and here you are playing the very deuce with your ex- pectations, and all for what? Simply f9r the privilege of
leading a vagabond life like this, of wandering from one p1ace
to another, and having to submit to all kinds _of hardships and
discomforts. You were with me in t_he diggings at ' Coyote
Gulch,' and you know what killing work that was. We
harvested in Wyoming, and you remember how you said that
another month like that would make an old man of you.
Now, I don't see that our prospects are likely to 'improve.
You've had a row with your people because you wouldn't
stop at home and become a respectable member of society,
when all that was asked of you was to sit in an office for a
few pours every day. Take my advice, Jack; pocket your
pride, and go home ; write and tell them you're coming, and
follow the letter up. Depend upon it, they will all be glad to
see you. I dare say I'll miss you now and again, but fancy
that after awhile I'll find it rather a relief to be rid of you."
"Hal," said the other, staring in a deliberate fashion at
the opposite bank, "I believe you do want to get rid of me.
I believe there are many jobs you would have taken had I
not been saddled to you! "
silly talk! " said Powers, rather incon"Stop that d--d
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sistently, conside~ing what he had said just a minute
before.
"Well, then, Hal,'' said the younger man, taking no notice
of his compar;iion's seeming display of temper, and proceeding
.as if he had suddenly caught a glimpse of sunshine through a
fog; "why don't you practice what you preach, and go
home too i"
"Because, lad," was. the reply, in a tone that showed he did
not exactly relish the subject, b'ut with an assumed jauntiness
in his speech, "I could not better myself by so doing. Besides, to play the role of t~e prodigal son argues a home to
go to, and a father or mother, as the case may be, who is willing to let by-gones be by-gones. Now there is no haven like
that for me. If I arrived in ~ngland to-morrow, and .wanted
to telegraph ahead the orth<1dox'fatted calf for one,' there is
no one I could address it to. No, lad, the old soil could
awaken nothing but vain regrets. I've made my bed, and
must lie on it .."
And here, as if offering an involuntary protest to his jaunty
form of speech, he sprang to his feet and paced up and down
for a few minu'tes, with his hands thrust deep into his trouser
pockets.
The Sage, otherwise known as Jack Derring, eyed him
strangely.
'' I've stirred him up again," he muttered to himself.
"Poor old Hal! he has been pretty badly hit at some time or
another, and now he must walk it off." Then aloud he said:
"I say, Hal, don't you think we'd better start 1 It must be
3 o'clock at least. Let's take the trail going up the creek.
I fancy we are bound to strik<::that Englishman's ranch they
were talking about, and we can get shelter for the night anyhow, if we can't get _work. By Jove! I believe we are going
to have a thun4er-storm. Do you see that big, black cloud?
What? You'd rather not go to any Englishman's?
Well, as
I'm a sinner, you are a queer one!"
r
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Powers had, with a p~e-occupied air, dissented from his
companion's propo sition .'
"Phew! how stifling and sultry it has gotten all of a sudden. Let's march."
They picked up their belongings, which, like the enterprising prodigal's in the parable, could not have been of any par_
ti cular inconvenience to the carrier, and, turning their faces
up the creek, trudged on their way.
IVAN C. MAYER.

Romance of ' the B. Y. P. U. Convention.
!im'.HE evening of the grand concert had arrived. Many
~ delegates and visitors thronged the streets of the city. ,
The sun had disappeared, and a clear · and serene sky, with
bright stars dotting her firmament, with which the artificial
lights of _the city seemed to vie, made the occasion one of joy
and grand success.
·
. The trolley cars, crowded with passengers, sped one after
another toward the Auditorium.
Frequently a car would stop
just in fronf of Ryland Memorial Hall, and a few passengers, .
getting off, made their way toward the Hall. On entering
this they found the clerk, Mr. Kennon Henning, at his desk,
with a placard bearing the inscription, "Register," tacked to
the wall just above the chair which he was occupying. (I may
. say here, by way of parenthesi s, that on the next day the in_
scription "Register," on the placard, had been changed to
"Pay the cashier.")
The delegations from Missouri, Ohio, North Carolina, and
probably one other State, had been booked ~or the College . .
But it seemed that the delegations were not carrying out
their instructions, and were scattering promiscuously through
the city . . However, a few from the · above delegations, especially from Missouri, found their way to the College.
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I, acting in the humble capacity of porter, which I confess
was a little stinging to my pride, was assisting other fellow
students in showing the delegates to their rooms. This duty,
however, turned out to be a most pleasant one, as the guests
did not seem to regard our position unfavorably, and were
quite sociable.
'
After entering one of the rooms in the cottage which had
been set apart for the entertainment of the lady delegates,
and adjusting t~e baggage, one of the ladies, casually looking
around, saw a portrait hanging on the wall, and exclaimed:
"Why, if that isn't Cousin Tom Ramsey's picture, two blackeye peas have no likeness."
"Who is Cousin Tom?" I asked.
"He is simply Tom Ramsey, or rather Dr. Tom Ramsey, of
Independence, Missouri. And I should like to know what
y9u know of him, and how you came by that picture 1" she
asked.
" I, like all Americans, shall answer your question by asking you another. You say that he is your cousin. . May
I ask of what degree?
"Second," said she.
'' Well, if he is your cousin, and also a cousin of mine,
can we not be cousins, too i " I asked.
"Oh, perhaps so; but how do I know what relation we
are when I know nothing about who you are."
At this I handed her my card. She glanced at the name, and,
giving me her card, said that she had heard her father speak
of relatives of that name who lived in Virginia.
Oontintiing,
she said : " Will you tell . me how you came by that picture 1"
"You, I've no doubt, feel like resting, Mter your long
journey; and, if agreeable, I will explain .at some other timesay to-morrow evening at an hour convenient to you."
"Well, then, to-morrow , at 8 o'clock P. M.,"she replied.
Miss Brooks Ramsey, although a perfect brunette, could
not be considered pretty ; yet there was something in her
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manner that was very attractive, and her expression was the
most pleasant I had ever seen. So it was with happy anticipations of spending a delightful evening that I looked forward
to the fulfilling of the engagement.
At the appointed time I called for her. Ae the night was
quite propitious, and as it would afford a better opportunity
for making the explanation requested of me, we decided to
walk to the Convention Hall.
I told her that in the early 50's my great uncle Jabez
Ramsey, generally known as" Old Uncle Jabez of all," sold
his entire possessions, which were vast, consisting of lands,
slaves, and merchandise, including a large quantity of manufactured tobacco, and emigrated West, carrying his three
single children, John T., William T., and Rebecca, with him.
My father learned that he crossed the " Father of ""fY
aters"
and located in Missouri.
The war cloud of 1861 blew up and spread over our land,
raining destruction and desolation in its pathway. All else
except our country's cause, either on the one side or the other,
was forgotten d~ring those exciting times, and we heard
nothing more of our uncle and his family. The period of reconstruction, with all of its horrors, passed away, and still w·e
beard nothing from them. So the years went by without
bringing us any news as to their whereabouts, until a few
years since, when Cousin John T. Ramsey, while visiting
the pleasure resorts of the East, among them Atlantic City,
Virginia Beach, and Old Point, made a hurried trip to his .
native county, Pittsylvania, in order to visit the old homestead and bis mother's grave.
I was away from home at the time of the visit, but on my
return began a correspondence with him, during which time
he sent me that picture of his son Tom. During the correspondence he told me that his son intended to study pharmacy.
"And tl:iat is how you came by that photo, is it i" she
remarked.
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She then ask.ed several other questions in regard to her
family connection in Virginia, as to their wealth and social
influence; all of which were answered favorably.
"Is his old homestead to be seen now?" she inquired .
. '' Yes, the old brick store in which he sold goods, and his
once beautiful residence, standing in the back-ground of a
large grove, are still to be seen."
We had returned from the Convention, and as I said goodnight I suggested that it would be very nice to have the likeness of Dr. Ramsey's cousin to hang by the side of his. She
took no notice of th-is hint, and only said: " I hope to see you
It is useless to say that I saw
again before our departure."
her again, for I made it convenient to accompany her to the
Convention every evening afterward.
These delightful moments spent in dream-land were not to
last long, however, for the time of her departure had arrived
ere we were aware of H. The last night of the Convention
was here. We went as usual. And just as the service was
about to close, and the chorus of seven hundred voices began
to sing " Blest be the tie that binds," I asked her if · she expected to keep her State colors.
"Why, do you want them i" she asked.
" Yes, I should like yery much to possess them," I replied.
With these few remarks the subject was dropped.
As I told her good-bye, with the understanding to meet in
Denver, Colorado, in lUOl, she unpinned the colors from her
bosom and handed them to me, repeating, "Blest be the tie
W. S.
that binds."

MEDITA.TION.

Meditation.
If life be but the being of a day;
If death be simply dying and decay;
If evolution be the universal mode;
If life upon the strongest be bestowed;
If Hedonism's self hold his full sway,
And God be not the ruler of the day,
Nor King of Kings, nor Lord of Lords and men;
If when we die we live no more again;
If thus we part fore'er from action's pale;
If when we die to nothingness we hail;
If God be but convention of the mind;
If when we die we leave Him thus behind;
If heaven be such and hell itself be not;
If life be simply living, with no plot
Nor plan mapped out being most supreme;
If God be but a finite thought or dream;
If such a One we be not born to please,
But if to live for pleasure and for easeIf this the summum bonum be of life,
To shun its sorrows and its mad 'ning strifeOr if to live that others pleasure find;
If altruism should our actions bind;
If life be but to live and death to die,
I still will bow, and to my God on high
My prayer will still ascend, " Thy will be done,"
Though God be not, nor Holy Ghost nor Son.

Yes, all along this rugged path and hard,
Man's feeble mind must have itself a God.
And if he live for pleasure's sake alone,
For peace and happiness his race be run;
Or if for others' sake this life he'd live, ·
That he might others joy and gladness give,
There is a Book will show him how to find
This peace the world has sought for and repined.
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Thus first his own life 'will be made more glad,
If he'll but heed and turn, to self he'll add
Another life of pleasure full and free,
And lose his care for soul's eternity.
Then altruism, pure and undefiled,
Will rule him who was once astray and wild,
And others happiness and joy he'll give,
He'll beg them turn and his existence live.
And thus, 0 God! if Thou do live or no,
I'll worship Thee and live a Christian, so
That others here this happiness and joy
May have, and not with this world's base alloy.
I'll take me to some heathen land of woe,
And tell the nations of the joy I know,
From sin's black sorrows grant them all release;
And point them to my God, my Prince of Peace.
ADON A. YODER.

Hope?
We do cling to our frail designs
With courage strong and true,
To the crude plans mapped in our minds;
We have them, though they're few.
To life we cling with fleeting breath,
As if 'twere all to us.
We leave it with a lingering clasp,
When we return to dust.

In life with joy and sorrow plight,
What makes us tax our brain,
And blend our toil with latest night,
Some cherished end to gain?
What makes us toil and struggle on
From early dawn 'till dusk,
As if one precious moment lost
Is fatal to our trust?

HOPE?
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Tell me I some kind and guardian sprite,
For then I shall not doubt,
Obtained from one that hears
The mandates God sends out.
Hope, you say? Can it be that men
Are resting day by day,
On this tumultuous, cruel sea,
Thie buoyant golden bay I
Fair sprite, gentle creature, very pure,
Thie short life we adore
Rests on Hope and hopeful tieeNothing stabler, nothing more?
"No, not Hope and hope alone;
'Tie a precious prize,
But more weak mortals need, I've heard,
Ere they reach the skies."

Fair Lizette.
Fair Lizette I most fair Lizette I
How I love you, love you yet.
Though another you have wed,
One by kinder fortune led,
I can ne'er your smiles forget,
0 my sweetheart I my Lizette I
Fair Lizette I most fair Lizette I
Well I remember when we met;
How I blundered, so amazed,
As in thine eyes I fondly gazed,
And long I looked and longed to get
Thy more assuring glance, Lizette I
Fair Lizette I most fair Lizette I
Thou with eyes as black as jet,

-0.
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With eyes so sparkling and so glad,
Thoug~, when troubled, mellow sad,
Sympatlj.etic, diamond set;
I must love you, my Lizette I
Fair Lizette I most fair Lizette I
Oft for thee mine eyes are wet;
Thy black hair, dark as thine eyes,
Thy lovely face like morning skies,
They have bound me as a net,
0 my sweetheart I my Lizette I
Fair Lizette I most fair Lizette !
Yes, I love you, love you yet.
Thy clear strong voice, so tender clear,
In mem'ry sweet my soul shall cheer,
Till cares no more this clay beset,
And death shall claim me, fair Lizette I
ADON A.

A Disputed Question.
Tell me, is flirting wicked ?
Think o'er it once or twice;
For if 'twere very naughty,
It could not be so nice.
Why, most young people like it,
But parents all object;
They must have all forgotten
Their young days, I expect.
,

Would life be worth the living
Without some shady nook,
Some dark and hidden corner,
Or meaning in a look ?
'

1

ti

The sofas-they are nicestHold two, but can't hold three;
And hours pass like moments
On a bench beneath a tree.

YODER.
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A LAMENT.

A shy glance, quickly given,
A blush, a little stare,
A sweet word softly spoken ·,
A treasured lock of hair.
Some long talk in the twilight,
Some walk beneath the moonOhl is it not a pity
Such pleasures pass so soon ?
Beneath the swinging mistletoe,
A sweet, but stolen kiss;
You surely cannot think
There's auy harm in this ?
There's no use talking o'er it
With frowns instead of mirth;
There always will be flirting
While girls are on the earth.
DAISY.

A Lament.
George ,vashington, our country's sire,
You made a great mistake
To starve and freeze at Valley Forge,
All for your country's sake.
You should have found a nice, warm isle,
Away across the sea,
And sunk a lot of Spaniards there
While drinking breakfast tea.
Then should we sue with some avail
To make your birthday gay,
And celebrate from morn 'till eve,
As we did Dewey Day l

-Ex.

It is with emotions of extremest pleasure that,
with quickened pace, we enter again the
campus of old Richmond College.
'Tis night, bnt the moon shows in clear outlines against the
sky; to left and right two grand and magnificent buildingsmonuments to the energy of our young and enterprising
President.
It may be that some of the freshmen don't know that our
Boatwright is now worthy of a name suggestive of more terrestrial attainments; for, though he guided this ship of ours
through storms that would have ~aunted a less stalwart
character, there is no more tangible evidence of his untiring
efforts for the advancement of higher education than the large,
spacious, and massive Science Hall on one, and its twin sister,
the dormitory, on the other side of the campus.
And just here we wonder if it would be wrong to suggest
to the Board of Trustees that, since they have named the •
dormitory " Memorial Hall," we think to name the Science
Hall the "Boatwright Building" would not be inappropriate.
But we are about to be led from our subject.
We were about to relate how our feathers fell when, after
looking on our increased opportunities, we thought how little
we were taking advantage of those already offered us; for
surely we wust judge by the official organ of the students
something of what is going on among them in a literary way.
And this brings us to a question. What, in the name of
common sense, is the matter with our College magazine !
This edition of THE MESSENGERhas been delayed at least
three weeks, sim;ply for want of sufficient material to fill up its
scanty pages.
With all the admirable advantages that Richmond College
SUPPORT THE
MESSENGER,
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offers for research in all lines of endeavor, especially that of
history, it is a mystery that becomes almost a mysticism that,
as the years go by, our little magazine has to eke out so scanty
an existence in the midst of such abundance. Where under the
sun can we find a city enveloped with such an historic atmosphere, or filled with such enligh~ened people! And yet, with
all these opportunities and incentives, students of this old institution (which itself has a history worthy to be written by a
Bancroft or Prescott) are not enough interested in College
literature to patronize in any tangible way their own magazine.
Pnblished in the capital of Virginia, on which State, more
than on any other, Clio has smiled; in that section most crowded
with battle-fields of Revolution and Civil strife; the home of
Pr esidents and statesmen and warriors, whose peers the world
has not produced-here, on such sacred soil, we pine and die,
unless some revival of learning wakes us from our lethargy.
But that which hurts us most is that we can blame no one
of former
but ourselves. In looking over THE MESSENGER
various
of
discussions
with
filled
pages
its
find
years, we
subjects, and that too in great abundance, showing that the
editors had a broad field from which to gather such perfect
blossoms. Now look at this MESSENGER. Aren't you ashamed
Let's get
of it 1 Most assuredly, I am. Fellow students:
man
"What
days.
together and bring back those good old
has done, man can do." Is there no College spirit left 1· Is
there no pride, no desire to become writers or speakers 1 Let's
take the advice of our young and talented Professor of History
and Literature, as he says: "Young men, join the literary societies. You cann ot afford to lose the opportunities they offer."
This is indeed true. And there is no phase of literary work in
which the literary societies offer so great opportunities as the
. College magazine does. The student who avails himself of
these opportunities will be paid back an hundred-fold.
And now, to the young ladies who have enlivened the interest
of the class-room by their presence, let us say just a word. Your
1
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reception as matriculates of Richmond College marks one of
th~ many recent upward steps in 'the advancement made in
our College curriculum. Tm: MESSENGER
bids you welcomewelcome to the society halls, welcome to the columns of their
literary or~an. May we ask that you write something for
THE MESSENGER. Your attainments in the class-room already
>
give assurance that your literary productions would be joyfully received. Again, we bid you welcome!
')

The launching of the torpedo boat " ShuRICHMOND'S
brick" on October 31st '(Tuesday), the trades
LIFE.
· parade, tournament, and ball Wednesday
morning, afternoon, and evening, respectively, and the display of fireworks Thursday night, were all great events.
They demonstrated to our own people, to thousands who
came on from different , parts of the State and country to wituess these sigh.ts, and to the many readers of the newspapers
of our city, that Richmond is one of the livest and most
progressive cities of the land.
We were especially impressed with the parade. It seems
to us to have been ,really inspiring, encouraging, and instructive. By way of furnishing an insight into the commercial
and industrial life of Richmond; it far surpassed anything
Richmond has bad for many years, or perhaps has ever had.
The business men may advertise through the ,columns of our
newspapers, and otherwise, (this they should do, and, we believe, are doing,) but nothing that we know of could have
more impressed and stimulated the citizens of Richmond, and
the public generally, than the parade of Wednesday:
It was beneficial in many ways. But we started out to mention one way especially, and that is the instruction it furnished
to those who saw it. H Knowledge is power," and we should
like to know what other knowledge is more stimulating, more
valuable, or more needed than that knowledge which acquaints

EDITORIAL.

33

a person with the true condition of the city or community in
which he Jives. There is no better way of promoting popular
intelligence as to what our people are doing, especially in a
commercial and industrial way, than for the cities throughout
the land to have occasional parades of this kind. Let them have
such things, and all classes will be helped. The laborer will
become more ambitious, the merchant more energetic, the inventor more zealous, and the student will take greater pride
in noting the vast difference between what his country once
was and what it is now.
No knowledge is worth quite so much as that which pertains to the social, industrial, and civic progress of one's own
country, and the progress and political salvation of our Amercan democracy are absolutely dependent upon how much the
American people know as regards a few fundamental questions
of good government and sound :finance. Richmond people
have seized a golden opportunity for the initiation of this
helpful and patriotic work, and we bid them God-speed.
Being able to witness such events is among the many advantages the student has in attending colleges and universities located in cities.

SOMENOTABLE We learn through Prof. S: C. Mitchell that

Martin (B. A., '98), who is now at the
M . ..A..
Chicago University, is taking special courses
in his favorite branches, physics and mathematics, along with
his theological work. It has always seemed to us that a mixture of science and theology would not be a bad thing for the
average preacher, and we wish to commend Mr. Martin's
example.
It is a notable fact that , three of our alumni are perhaps
the greatest religious forces in the three largest cities in the
United States-W.
C. Bitting, of New York; P. S. Henson,
This is
of Chicago, and Kerr B. Tupper, of Philadelphia.
FACTS.
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indeed a great trio-one of which Richmond College might
well be proud.
It is a no less remarkable fact that eleven of the seventeen
Baptist pastors of the city of Baltimore were students of
Richmond College. Nearly all of this number are young
men, and if they do what they can, and what we believe they
will, the Baptist cause in Baltimore will show signs of permanen,t aggressive effort as regards Baptist deµominational
work within the next few years.
Rev. J. Paul Essex, who left us in J un,e, '95, is the pastor
of one of the most prosperous country churches in the State.
Richmond College has not a more loyal supporter amorig its
sons.
Rev. C. R. Moses has put his shoulder under a community
and is lifting it to nobler things. At Sandy Bottom he is the
I
life of both the school and the .church. His earnestness and
love have won golden opinions throughout that section.
, H. G. Noffsinger, a master of arts of last session, is teaching at Windsor Academy. We hear that he is very much
liked, both by Dr. Deans and the students. At this we are
not surprised, for men like Noffsinger are obliged to succeed.

The editor-in-chief wishes to thank Prof. S. C. Mitchell
most heartily for the timely and much-needed remarks which
he made in the College chapel a few mornings ago with
regard to arousing the students to contribute something to
THE MESSENGER.We hope the boys will heed what be said.
But as a similar plea has been made by the editor-in-chief in
another portion of this issue, we shall say nothing further here.
It is to be earnestly hoped that these efforts will result in
arousing every student to attempt great things for THE
MESSENGER.

"Noisy " Lankford and "the Irishman" McN eill are very
much missed this session. Their places will be hard to fill.
"Lazy" Barksdale (applicable to either) and " Rasty "
Wright were on the campus this week. Both are at
work (iii)
We are glad to see "Goch." and Berry Graves on the
campus again. Both are first-year men at the University
College of Medicine.
"Rats" are numerous this session, and the toe-pulling
"cats" have not yet made a descent upon them. But it is
never well to crow until yon are out of the woods.
It is with much regret that we notice the perambulatory
habits of some of our "rats" since. the Hampden-Sydney
game. Better send for a check. It's too wet for walking.
Roy White is back this session, taking law. He was here
several years ago in the academic department, and has been
teaching in the interior. Few persons possess a brighter and
more congenial disposition than it is his good fortune to have.
Not long ago an old colored woman passed through the
campus, surveying with wondering eyes the evidences of progress and prosperity on every hand. Finally she halted
before the Science Hall, and it could be seen at once that
something ailed her. Just at that moment Dr. Ryland, our
polite and popular Treasurer, passed along. "Say, mister,"

' I
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ventured the old darkey, "ain't ;you gwine to put a walk
down to that new con structure over dar 1" " Oh, yes,"
replied the Doctor, " but just now we are out of funds."
"Funds, funds-I don't know 'zactly what dey is, but if it is
money yon want, I'll pay for it, so I will." And she meant it.
Richmond College is keeping abreast of these progressive
times. With 'two splendid new buildings and the largest
roll in the history of the institution, it will be seen that we
are in the race for supremacy in Virginia.
Why shouldn't
this be the largest institution of learning in the Old
Dominion i Surely no ~ther college has such environments.
Verily co-education has made its debut in fair style at Richmond College. With "co-eds." on the campus, the lectureroom, and the mess hall, we feel, with Hamlet" The time is out of joint,
0 I cursed spite
That ever I was born to set it right."
The Annual Association held its first regular semi-annual
meeting on the 18th. The following were the officers: W.
Russell Owen, President; --Parker, "Vice-President;
A. A. Yoder, Secretary; Robert N , Pollard, Business Manager. The Editor-in-Chief will be elected next week, and
all things bid fair for the ~900 "Spider" to be the best of the
series.
The Philologian Literary Society elected .officers for the
first quarter on Friday, the 20th inst. J. D. Gwaltney was
made President; W. M. Crumpler, Vice-President; W. W.
Gordon, Secretary; M. 0. Sowers, Treasurer; T. V. McCall,
Censor; J. W. Cammack, Critic; C. N • .Smith, Sergeant-at-
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J. L. Hart,
Arms; Editors of THE MESSENGER,
and R. L. C. Moncure.
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.A.A, Yoder,

The Mu Sigma Rho Literary Society elected the following
officers for the first quarter on Friday night, the 20th inst. ;
President, A. D. Jones; Vice-President, P. P. Deans; Censor,
B. W. Tabb; Recording Secretary, L. H. Walton; Corresponding Secretary, J. P. McCabe; Sergeant-at-Arms, W. C.
Pulliam; Chaplain, Perry Goff; Hall Manager, G. T.
Lumpkin; Treasurer, C. H. Dunaway; Editors of MESSENGER,
Allen.
R. N. Pollard, G. T. Lumpkin, and ---

When we had all come back to college and
:finished shaking hands with all the old men we
knew and some we didn't; when we had gotten through with
the trying ordeals of matriculation and numerous receptions to the new students ; when our fears, raised by
hints from each and every professor of long lessons to come,
had subsided, then were all eyes turned toward the gridiron, and the ~earers of the head-gear and shin-guard
became topics of absorbing interest, likely to remain
so until Thanksgiving.
The · prospects for a good team
this year were very poor when Capt. Stone returned to
college early in September. Besides himself, Cammack and
Fleming were the only old men around whom, as a nucleus,
a new .team had to be built, and all who have had any experience in the matter know what an uncertain quantity is a
team with eight new players. Nothing daunted, however, he
went to work, ~nd, by dint of great perseverance and excellent
example, he has organized a team which every loyal student
of Richmond College may well be proud to cheer on to victory.
We all know the record of our Captain. Year before last he
played centre on the 'scrubs,' last year be put up a strong
game at tackle on the first team, and this year makes one of
the best quarter-backs we have ever bad.
Cammack plays centre like he was" made to order." He
never fails to put the ball just where the quarter-back wants
it, and holds his own against all comers.
Fleming is one of the heaviest men' on the team, and is a
tower of strength.
Ellyson and Broadus are both putting up a fast game on
the ends. They tackle well and ~re both sure ground gainers.
Sowell and Griffith and White and Sandford are showing up
FOOTBA.LL.
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well in the line; they are all heavy, but, being new men at.
the game, are lacking in the experience so necessary for aure
players .
White, however, is one of the fastest runners Richmond
College ever had, and, when once around the end with the ball
under bi!:!arm, there are few who can catch him.
Sandford will do the, kicking for the team, and in this he
finds his long legs greatly to his advantage.
Too much cannot be said of the good work done so far by
our trio of backs.
Gorton played right half on Peddie Institute team last year,
and holds down the same .position here, When he ha& the
ball we are eure he will make his distance.
Goodwin Frazer goes at the line as if he were :fighting fire.
He is following well in his brother's tracks, though there is
some doubt as to whether or not these tr~cks are large enough
for him.
Rucker, at full, also ~eminds us of the playing of his
brother, who for several years was one of the mainstays
of the team. When he hits the line something has got to
give way.
Bostic, Tabb, Woodward, and Owen, as substitutes, are
making the regular men work hard for their positions.
And now just a word about the " 'scrubs." Those badlyequipped, badly-uniformed, odd-stockinged, much-abused,
knocked-down, run-over, trampled-on, get-up-and-go-at-itagain, plucky, gritty "scrubs" I Take some of the honor to
yourselves, boys.
Without you the first team could do nothing. Without
you the team of the future would never come into existence.
Keep .up the good work. Come out every e·vening. Play like
your lives depended on it, and if, at the end of the season, the
world does not give you the credit, there will at least be that
satisfactfon down deep in your hearts that you have helped to
plant the crimson and blue one step higher, and that next
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year you will come back and make the first team, or die in the
attempt.
So far the team has played three teams.
On October 19th they met the strong Athletic team, of
Portsmouth, and were defeated by a score of 16 to 0.
Pantops came next. Their team was light, averaging only
151 pounds, but they played together well and showed good
In a nicely-played game they were defeated by a
training.
score of 18 to 0. · The feature of the game was White's 85-yard
run around left end for a touch-down.
On the following Saturday William and Mary sent up a
heavy team, ,which was to be one more fly caught in the
" Spiders' " web. We had a perfect walk-over. From the
time when Sandford picked up the ball on a fumble, three minutes after the ball was put in play, and made a 50-yard dash
for a touch-down, our men had no trouble in making a
touch-down whenever they wanted to, and in piling the
score up to 41 to 0. The team played together like clockwork, and showed in every play the care and time spent on
them by our efficient trainers, Messrs. Hill and Duke. Too
much cannot be said of the valuable assistance given by these
gentlemen, and, in the name of the whole College, we wish to
thank them for their kindness and for the interest they have
c;hown ih the welfare of the team.

We are ) orry to say that the interest in tennis
does not seem to be so great this year 3:s it has
been formerly. Although the Tennis Association opened
very auspiciously, with Mr. W. S. Boatwright, of South Carolina, as president, the courts on the campus are very seldom
full.
We feel sure, however, that this lack of interest is only
temporary, and is duet(! the all-absorbing interest in foot-ball.
After Thanksgiving day we are certain to see the courts
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full every afternoon, and, with the material we have this year,
we should turn out as good men as we have ever turned out
·
·
in the past.
The classes in the gymnasium began work on
Oct~ber 2d, with a good attendance, which has
been steadily increasing. Some new apparatus has been
added, some repairing done, and the gymnasium is now well
fitted out, with ample bathing facilities attached, shower and
tub baths, &c. While the floor space is somewhat taxeq to
accommodate the increased number in the classes, the outfit
is sufficient to afford varied exercises. The class of begi~ners .
is large, and when the foot-ball season closes, with the return
to the gymnasium of the many members now engaged on_tpe
"gridiron," the "gym." will literally hold a "full _house."
The physical examinations given by the director are now
in progress, each member of the classes being given a thorough
examination, which ascertains his development, strength, and
condition. The deficiencies are noted, and proper remedies
prescribed, thus assuring a systematic and symmetrical development. The aim of the department is primarily to seeur~
health and strength, with symmetrical development. With
these assured, attention is given to the cultivation of agility
and physical control.
The gymnasium exercises afford excellent preparation and
training for the out-door sports, and it is hoped that all who
anticipate engaging in the spring sports, base-ball, track athletics, &c., will avail themselves of the advantages of the
gymnasium during the winter.

~YMN.!SUJ:M.

The exchange editor sees many things of interest in the
various magazines; but not often does he see things so contrary to what was expected as when reading an article in a
recent number of the Vassar Miscellany. We had been accustomed to think of the students of that institution as being
more like women than spoilt children. The article was
written of those whom the author calls "the hypocrites" of
that institution, and which class, we infer, exist there in no
small quantity.
"Curiously enough," says she, " a form of hypocrisy-we
might _call it the black-faced hypocrisy-not only exists here,
but thrives and grows fat. One of the most regretable things
in college life is the pretence of laxness in matters moral,
social, and intellectual. They point out as admirable girls
who live for nothing but to kill the time bet~een last night
and to-morrow morning. They peruse the catalogue in frantic
search for 'maps,' and talk in knowing tones to their freshman
friends of this and that course which 'you must not take, my
dear, for you'll just have to know something about it I' "
Is this really a fair specimen of the Vassar girl 1 We hear
that one of our boys is to marry one of them soon, but we
trust she did not belong to "the hypocrites." And what a
contrast between them and the noble co-eds. of our institution!
A glance at their tickets will convince the most skeptical
that they are not searching for "maps," but, rather, for
knowledge.
The author of "Dixie's Uncrowned King," in The Phcenix,
deserved the prize he won.
We extend greeting to our many other exchanges.
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In the Buff and Blue, "The Disarmament of Nations"
contains more common sense than we have seen on that subject recently.
Why is it that some people are missed by every one when
they leave a 1;1ommunity1 Why are some college students
missed when, for any reason, they leave school! The reason
is not hard to :find. It is because they are public-spirited.
They are interested in matters of general concern, and not
wrapped up entirely in their own affairs. Why will we persist in this selfish, self-centered course, when the world demands whole-souled unselfish men 1
Those who have a care for the public good realize that they
are debtors to humanity, and will work to make the world
better. Such are missed when they leave school or life.Penn. Ohronicle.
this.
like
sat
they
o'clock
9
At
learning;
in
long
not
was
He
like thissat
At 10 o'clock they
The gas was lower burning.
Another hour they sat like this;
Still I'd not venture whether
Attwelveo'clocktheysatlikethisAllcrowdeduptogether.
-Roanoke Collegian.
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Treasurer •. .. . . .. . .. C. H. DUNAWAY.

Y. M. C. A.
President ......... . ... . . 8. M. SOWELL.
Vice-Ptesiderlt . . .. J. W. · SHEPHERD.
Secretary . . . . . . . . • . . A. C. HARI.OWE.
Treasurer .. .. ...... ..... J.P. McCABE.

GENERALATHLETICASSOCIATION.
President •....... . .. PROF. E. M. LONG.
Vice-President .. ......... A. D. JONES.
Secretary .. ... .. . . ... .R. N. POLLARD.
Treasurer .............
. .. . D. W. TABB .

FOOT-BALL DEPARTMENT.
Manager ... . ..............
A. D. JONES.
Captain . . .... .. .......... . S. M. STONE.
Trainer ...............
. JULIEN HILL.

TENNIS ASSOGIA
TION.
President. •. . . . , . W. S. BOATWRIGHT.
Vice-President ..... . ...... .. .. . ... ... .. .
Secretary ......... .. .. .T. B. SPENCER.
Treasurer .......... ... . H. M. TAYLOR

~YLAND
~ l\AN~N,
Jewelers'!!!!!. Silversmiths.,
• •••••
,809 Main Street,

,_

LYNCHBURG,VA.

DESIONS AND ESTIMATES

FUR.NISHED FO!t

f 11ate1:rnity
Pins,ClassPins,Class~ings,lledals,&e.

Our Stock

Estimates

represents the newest
and best productions
of Standard and Reputable Manufacturers
only.

on ,Class Pins, ·Class
Rings, etc., etc., are
largely governed by
quantity required.

Under no circumstances
do we offer our patrons
goo _ds of aoubtf ul

We only accept orders
at a price consistent
with best workmanship and high quality.

quality.

I

CorrespondenceInvited and PromptlyAnswer«!.
Persons Dealing with this Firm will kindly mention the College Me • senger.

:r. :r.

0 0 ::C...
:C...:CNS.,

GROCERIES

Tobacco

and Cigars,

, CONFECTIONERIES
a Speclalty,J::::::

sT ATIONERY,
LAMP FIXTURES,
OILS, and STUDENTS'
SUPPLIES,

1500 W. BROADSTREET, OPPOSITETHE COLLEGE.

JAMES E. GOODE PRINT/NO CO.,
(JOHN

T. W.lt S T, Proprietor,

)

11'ublisbers
Teacherst Public School Registers of Va. and Virginia
u.,i
School Journal ; Warrock-Richardson Almanac,
COLLEGEAND SCHOOLPRINTING A SPECIALTY.
ESTIMATES

No . '7 North

Seventh
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Street,

OLD DOMINION
111 East

O vE R BuoHANAN

call

' s J EWEL RY

GIVEN.
RICHMOND,
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GALLERY.

Br oad Street,
S TORE,
RICHMOND,
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We Make the Best Style and Latest Photos at the Lowest Prices.
Fine Finished Photos as Low as $1.00 per Dozen.
and See our Work Def"ore
C• WEBSTED1' & CO•
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PRICES
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STUDENTS.
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Professional
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Particular
Attention
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Fine American,
English, and Swiss Watches . All
Work for Ministers and Students
HALF-PRICE.

No. 715 East
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RICHMOND,

VA.

J. M. BLANKS,
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......
The-----

Corner Hancockand Clay Streets, RICHMOND,
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'sExchange
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It may be a convenience to visitors
to know the RICHMONDE XCHANGE
FOR Wo MAN's WoRK (Third st., cor.
====.,,.--------Franklin) is pr epared to take orders for Home-Made Cakes,
ElabBread s, and everything made by good housekeepers.
orate or simpl e Supper s, Dinn ers, and Luncheons can be
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always for sale. Sewing of every description done. Gentlemen's Clothing neatly repair ed.
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Webster's International Dictionary
I:.+.., of ENGLISH, Biography, Geography, Fiction, etc.
STANDARD AUTHORITY of the U. S.
W
WEBSTER'S Supreme Court, an the State Supreme Courts,the U.S.
Government Printilli Office and of nearly an the
lNTERNlmONAL
DICTIONllRYSchoolbooks. Warmly commended by College Presidents, State Superintendents of Schools, and other
Educators almost without number.

Charles W. Eliot, LL. D. , President of Harvard Unlvenlty,

says:-

" The International is a wonderfully compa ct storehouse of accur ate information ! '

A NEW BOOK-the largestof the abridgmentsof

theInternational.It has a sizablevocabulary,complete

definitionsand adequateetymologies. Hasover HOO
pages and is richly illuatrated. Size 7x10x2 5-.aInches.
Its appendixis a storehouseof valuable information.

Nlchola1 Murray Butler, Ph.D., Columbia University, New York, nys: -

T he Collegiate Di ctionary is first class in qu ality and admir ably adapted for everyday use ,

Specimen pages, de ., of botlz.books smt on application.
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A..J. PYLE,

315 North Fifth Street.
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' SONS,

iI)do-wSbades, ~c.
Carpebs aI)d (' urbaiI)s, '1.v.
YA.
215 E. Broad 8t. and 1204 E. Main8t., RICHMOND,
Students are invited to examine our stock and get estimates
for furnishing their room1:1.
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JNTERE5~~~~- ~~~:S ABOUT_

·RICHMONDCOLLEGE.
...

.,,

JiISTO~ICAI.t=====-The Oollege was founded in 1832. It was moved
from the country to its present beautiful 'park in
Richmond city in 1834. The value of grounds and
buildings is $400,000. 'fhe valae of endowment is
$260,000. The endowed Library contains 13,000volumes, and is kept supplied with the newest standard
books.
·.
, ,.

,.,.

> h

,,

INST~UCTION-=====-Full Corps of Professors in Twelve Departments.
Courl\es l~ing
to degrees of B. A., B. S., M. A.,
and Bachelor of Law. Thorough instruction. High
standards.
,

BXPBNSES=====-Tuition free to all students for the ministry. Endowed Scholarships pay tuition for twent:y-eight
worthy students. Donation Funds aid mimsterial
student's from other States. The total living expens~s of a student who pays all fees are less than
$225 for session of nine months. Table board costs
$7.60 to ' $,10 a month.
•
·

LtA'W~=====;:::===--t

""

A flourishipg School of Law offers legal training at
small cost, 'under the most favorable s\lrroundings.
. ·Junior and Senior Olaases. Fees for entire session,
,$61 to $76.

LtAST SE.SSION= ·====-During 1898-'99 there were two hundred and sixtytwo students. The good health of students was unbroken by any case of serious sickness. Forty-one
Degrees, one hundred and sixty -eight Diplomas, and
three hundred and ninety-two Distinctions awarded
June 15, 1899, indicate that the session's work was
faithf~1ly done.
.

SPRING XERM BEGINS FEBRUARY

6, 1900.

!tudents who enter after JanuarJ 1st are charged for half session only.
Postal-card.request will bring catalogue, bulletin, and full information,
Address,
P.BESIDENT F.
BOATWRIGHT,

.

w.

RIOBJrlO~D,

VA,

